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pelled the negroes to vote as radicals for several
years, when without its influence they would either
not have voted at all or would have voted as
Democrats along with their former masters. The
order was necessary to the existence of the radical
party in the Black Belt. No ordinary political
organization could have welded the blacks into a
solid party. The Freedmen's Bureau, which had
much influence over the negroes, was too weak in
numbers to control the negroes in politics. The
League finally absorbed the personnel of the Bu-
reau and turned its prestige and its organization
to political advantage.